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lawn Funeral Home website https://
greenlawnfuneralhome.com/obituary/
mr-ronald-l-hedrick/. The Patrol family
extends its sincerest condolences to
the Hedrick family.

Elvin L. Bland

Elvin L. Bland II, 45 of Joplin, MO,
died at his home Tuesday, October
12, 2021. He was born in Joplin, Mis-
souri to Elvin Bland and Katherine
(Nash) Bland on August 2, 1976. Elvin
worked for the Missouri State High-
way Patrol as a commercial vehicle
inspector at the time of his death. He
loved to hunt, fish, spend time with his
family and, especially, QT with Duck.
Elvin married Cara Lynn (Freeman)
Bland on May 8, 2012, at Laverne’s
Chapel in Miami, OK, and he loved her
with all his heart. He is survived by
his wife, three daughters, his mother,
brothers, sisters, and friends. Elvin
was preceded in death by his father,
a daughter, and a sibling. The family
suggests memorials may be made
to start a college fund for Cara and
Elvin’s daughter, Duck. to learn more
about Elvin, visit the Simpson Funeral
Home website at http://www.simpson-
th.com/obituaries/Elvin-Leslie-Bland-
II?0bId=22649636. The Patrol family
extends its sincerest condolences to
the Bland family.

Ronald A. Mull

Ronald A. Mull, 89, of Belton, MO,
died Saturday, Oct 16, 2021. At the age
of 19, Ronald enlisted in the United
States Air Force in 1951. He retired in
1972. Ronald then went to work as a driv-
er examiner for the Missouri State High-
way Patrol in 1973. He retired in 1995.
The family suggests memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Heartland Chris-
tian School. Survivors include his wife
of 50 years, Joyce Pauline Mull, three
children, six grandchildren, 11 great-
grandchildren, and many loving nieces
and nephews. To learn more about Ron-
ald, visit the Longview Funeral Home
website https://www.longviewfuneral-
home.com/lvw/obituary/Ronald-Mull.
The Patrol family extends its sincerest
condolences to the Mull family.

Thelbert J. Thomas

Thelbert J. Thomas, 79, died Octo-
ber 24, 2021. After high school, he enlist-
ed in the United States Army and served
until his honorable discharge. Thelbert
joined the Missouri State Highway Patrol

18 Patrol News/November-December 2021

as a commerecial vehicle inspector and
was assigned to Troop A’s weigh station
in Kearney, MO. In 1977, he became

a driver examiner. He was assigned to
the Raytown Driver Examination Sta-
tion until he retired on May 1, 2000.
Thelbert is survived by his wife of 57
years, Alice, one daughter, two sons,
eight grandchildren, 11 great-grandchil-
dren, one great-great-grandchild, and a
host of extended family members and
friends. To learn more about Thelbert,
visit the E.S. Eley & Sons Funeral Cha-
pel website at https://www.eleyfuneral-
home.com/obituary/thelbert-thomas.
The Patrol family extends its sincerest
condolences to the Thomas family.

Deborah J. Burton

Deborah J. (Jones) Burton, 66,
of Poplar Bluff, MO, died peacefully
after a brief battle with cancer Friday,
October 29, 2021. She died at home
surrounded by her family. Debbie is
survived by her husband of 28 years,
Roger Burton, one son, two stepdaugh-
ters, five grandchildren, her parents,
and additional family members. Debbie
joined the Patrol on October 1, 1985,
as a driver examiner. She retired Janu-
ary 1, 2009, as chief driver examiner of
Troop E, Poplar Bluff. The family sug-
gests memorials be made in Debbie’s
name to UCAN. To learn more about
Debbie, visit the Willow Ridge Funeral
and Cremation Services website at
https://www.willowridgefcs.com/
obituary/DeborahDebbie-Burton. The
Patrol family extends its sincerest con-
dolences to the Burton family.



Francis A. “"Bud”
Jones

Francis A. “Bud” Jones, 100, of
Wildwood, MO and a former Jef-
ferson City resident, died Monday,

November 1, 2021, at his daughter’s
home. Bud joined the Army Air Corps
Cadet Program in 1942. He flew 117
fighter-bomber missions in 1944, in di-
rect support of ground forces through
the Italian Campaign. For all of this, he
received numerous awards and medals.
He returned to the U.S. in late 1944 and
was an Air Corps Flight Instructor until
he returned to civilian life in 1945. He
retired from the Air Force Reserve at
age 60 as a lieutenant colonel. Bud was
appointed to the Missouri State High-
way Patrol in November 1951 as a mem-
ber of the 12th Recruit Class. He served
first in Troop C, Kirkwood, MO, then
transferred to Troop F, Jefferson City,
where he was a road officer and flew

as an incidental pilot for eight years.

He was the pilot providing information

during the Missouri State Penitentiary
Riot in 1954. He progressed through
the ranks from trooper to captain while
assigned to Troop E. In 1977, he was
promoted to major and transferred

to General Headquarters. He retired

in 1981 as chief of Field Operations.
Bud is survived by his daughter, two
granddaughters, and three great-grand-
children. He was preceded in death

by his loving wife of 65 years, Dee, in
2016; and his son and daughter-in-law
in 1986. The family suggests memorials
be made to the Greater St. Louis Honor
Flight or the Gary Sinise Foundation.
To learn more about Bud, visit the Free-
man Mortuary website at https://www.
freemanmortuary.com/. The Patrol
family extends its sincerest condolenc-
es to the Jones family.
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The family of retired Sergeant
John R. Noyes would like to express
their appreciation and sincerest thanks
for the outpouring of messages and
heartfelt condolences following his
death. John had the highest regard
for the Missouri Highway Patrol fam-
ily and would have been as touched by
your kind words as we were.

Best regards,

Sharlyn Bogner (John’s wife)

My family and I would like to
thank everyone for their prayers,
cards, and expressions of sympathy
following the death of our father/
grandfather, James W. White. We
would also like to thank all those that
attended the visitation and funeral ser-
vice. The thoughtfulness and support
our family received is greatly appreci-
ated and will be forever remembered.

Sincerely,

Accounting Technician Carla J.

Siebeneck (Q/FFD)

o

Bldg. & Grnds. Maint. IT J. Doug
White (Q/FFD)

Pers. Rec. Clerk III Justin D. White
(Q/HRD)

My wife Melody and I would like to
thank everyone who sent cards, texts
or calls with their heartfelt condolences
about the death of Melody’s dad.

Sincerely,

Cpl. Jim E. & Mrs. Melody Thuss

2V

On behalf of my family, I would like
to say thank you to all those who sent
cards, texts, or calls with their heartfelt
condolences regarding the unexpected
death of my sister. I appreciate you
thinking of my family!

Sgt. Bill W. Lowe (A)

My family and I are so thankful for
the outpouring of love and support this
week after Dad’s passing. The kind
words, cards, and your presence are
a testament of Dad’s impact on those
he called family and friends. Dad was
obedient to God’s calling, and I am so
blessed to have had such a role model
and example of a man after God’s
heart. Thank you for sharing memo-
ries and special thoughts of Dad. We
will miss him dearly.

Blessing upon blessing for your
families,

Lt. Douglas J. Hedrick (H) and

family

[ want to take this opportunity
to thank the past and present Patrol
family for the many calls, cards, and
words of encouragement passed on
to me and my family on the loss of my
wife, Cecilia. As it is not possible to
thank each individual personally, know
that your kindness will remain in our
hearts.

God bless and stay safe,

Ret. Major. Donnie A. Schmitz
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Fones: “Plonored Yo //W%/tf Zithol”

By Public Info. Spec. III Cheryl D. Cobb (Q/PIED)

Caruthersville PD and Pemiscot
County Sheriff's Department were
traveling to Washington, D.C,, to attend
National Police Week 2021. The group
invited Capt. Ben C. Jones (Q/RCOD)
to accompany them and represent the
Patrol. After completing an SHP-938
and gaining the necessary approval, he
packed a suitcase. The group took two
vehicles and set out for Washington,
D.C,, on October 12, 2021. It was great
weather, and they had a good time dur-
ing the 13-hour road trip each way.

During the six-day event, they at-
tended the police motorcycle parade,
candlelight vigil, and memorial service
to honor the nation’s fallen officers.
When the names of Missouri’s fallen he-
roes were read, representatives of the
Missouri’s law enforcement contingent
stood and saluted throughout.

Because they drove, the group was
able to visit a few special locations in
our nation’s capitol. They were honored
to visit the Pentagon’s museum remem-
bering the September 11, 2001, terrorist
attack there, and watch the changing of

the guard at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. Capt. Jones
was especially touched to see
the tomb of his uncle, Charles
Edward Jones, a decorated
Vietnam veteran, who died in
2016 and was buried in Arling-
ton National Cemetery.

“I'm always honored to
represent the Patrol in any
facet,” said Capt. Jones. “I
also appreciated being able to
attend events where law en-
forcement officers from other
departments were present. The
opportunity to network and sup-
port one another is invaluable.”

Capt. Jones said while
talking with officers from around the
nation, he took the opportunity to pro-
mote the Patrol. “I love this agency. Any
chance I get, I talk about what the Pa-
trol has to offer. I also listened. It’s good
to know how other agencies are doing,
what’s working and what isn’t.”

This year’s event was moved from
May to October as a precaution dur-
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Capt. Ben Jones (Q/RCOD) stands with members
of the Green County Sheriffs Department in front of
the U.S. Capitol.

ing COVID. “Any time is appropriate

to remember and honor Missouri’s
fallen heroes, and more specifically

the Patrol’s 31 troopers Kkilled in the
line of duty,” said Capt. Jones. “There
were thousands of officers and family
members at the events that week. Our
focus was and will remain honoring our
heroes’ ultimate sacrifice.”



